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Business

Men in Suits rock for a good cause

Making music

“exthilarating’ for -

-Bay Street band

Concert fundraiser

forClassroom
Connections

© MALYHAVI ACHARYA-TOM YEW
BUSINESS REFORTER )
. By day, they are men in stits —
Bayy Street investment: bankers
. anid executives. .
" By night, they are Men in Suits
—rrockband — making musicfor
agiood cause. . '
“Maldng music that people en-
_ joy is an exhilarating thing, And
al: the same time, youre sup-
porting a great cause like social
" justice. What could be. better
than that?” ' .
That's Don Tapscott talking, a

business strategist and anthor, -

. who has written extensively on
"laow technology shapes culture,
THe also plays keyboard. Men In
1Buits will take the stage tonight
. at the Orbit Room on Coilege St,
for a sold-out event that will
. raise about $10,00¢ for Class-
~ room Connections, a Canadian
non-profit group that develops

teaching material to help chil- -

_ dren learn about social justice,

- peace and citizexiship — sub-
jectsthat tend to get short-shrift
" in conventional textbooks.

- Then there’s Tapscott’s band-
mates: Gerry “used to be the
head of equities trading for Mer-.

- rill Lymch Canada™ Throop; in-
vestment bankers Jirn Hardy of -
National Bank Financial and
Vince Mazza from Scotiabank:
and Stewart Borden, a partner
at Brendan Wood International.
(Tonight Throop will be joined

" on lead vocals by Tapscott’s

daughter Niki, a student at the

Richard Ivey business school in

London, Ont.)

ST —

LI

M

B AT i TR A

o

PE——

The group Men in Suits inéludes 'Nik.i _Tl'alpscott-. ieft, J_i._m Hardy, Vince Mazza, Gerty Throop, Stewart
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Borden and Don Tapscott. The group plays tonight at The Orbit Room on College St. for a sold-out -
event that will raise about $10,000 for a Canadian non-~profit group that develops teaching material.

On the bill is everything from
" The Rolling Stanes and. the

Reatles to. the Temptations.

What started as ahobbybecame -
a gerious pursuit, then a chanece .

to give back to the community.

In that regard, Men In Suits are

ingood company.

. A half-dozen or so such bands

have sprung up among the Bay

‘Street crowd, Last year, the an-

nual battle of the bands, dubbed
Baystock, drew a crowd of about
1,000 from CEQs all the way

" down the corporate ladder and

raised $100,000 for the Ontario

‘Mareh of Dimes. This year’s
event takes place June2. . -
(Sadly, Men in Suits had tobow
out. “We were entered in it but,
as happens with investment
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bumkers, We’ve juét found out
thiat our lead guitarist has to be

iri another country that day,”

apscott said.) . :
" Classroom Connections’
(www.classroomconnetions.ca)

nnateria} can be found in.pre-.

schoolto Grade 12 classroomsin
about 10,000 schools across

-(yanada, o .
_..“Some people don’t realize
tthat even though the govern-
yrnent says this is the currieulum -
.and this is what needs to. be
faught, afl the material is not
provided,” said Heather Mac-

‘Taggart, executive director.

---The group’s biggest initiative

o date, a two-part resource
sguide with poster's and awebsite

{called “Cultivating Peace” has

F
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for guys with dayjobs””

been so successful that it's been -

‘exported to 50 countries. Mac-

Taggart calls the money raised
by tonight’s event a good start. .
Don’t expect “some old farts |
jamming away,” Throop said..
These are ihvestment bankers,
after all, They take their music
seriously. . )

‘When Throop joined Rockwa-
ter Capital as head of equities
last September, some colleagues
weren’t aware, that he had an-
othergig. -

“A couple of months into it, T |

- gend out a note that says, By the
" way, my band is playing. .  Lots

of people go, ‘Really? People
showfor the curiosity factorand..
then say, ‘Whoa, this isn't bad |
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