
Classroom Connections
How o Toronto mother hopes to bring peoce to school

BY Sylvia Maclver

Teachers across the country know the best place to teach non violence is in the classroom.

he tragic events of September 2001 and the escalat ion of

confl icts and renewed threats around the world have

brought home more than ever, the urgent issues of world

pea€e and human security.

We are surrounded by violence in our society and our global

community, and too often we see this in the actions and

behaviours of the youth in our schools

Teachers across the country know the best place to discuss

peace and violence is in the classroom. Throughout history we

have witnessed examples of education being used to inculcate

hatred and violence and we al l  know the power of education to

inf luence and shape society. Teachers know they can change l ives

and that education is at the core of social change in our world.

What we need to recognize is the potential for our education

system to be a powerful force in shaping a society that values

social just ice, respect for others and a bel ief in the dignity and
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rights of every human l i fe in short,  a culture of peace And

that 's where Classroom Connections, the brainchi ld of a 40-year-

old Toronto mother comes in to play.

Five years ago. Heather McTaggart was Mom to three children

in elementary school and a stepdaughter in high school. She was

deeply involved in the schools her chi ldren attended but with a

business background real ized early on there were Several

corporations and organizations that wanted to become more

involved in the education of this country's future work force.

Thu5 her non-profi t  organization, dedicated to support ing

publicly funded education by providing free learning resources

to schools in Canada, was born.

Since i ts inception in 1997, Classroom Connections has l lecome

the leading provider of communily supporled educaLional

resources in canada. l t  offers a way, through sponsorship, for

orqanizations to be more involved in schools and to demonstrate



corporate social respo:lsibi l i ty.

On her cel l  phone from Toronto,

McTaggart tel ls me that 75 per cent of al l

publ icly funded schools across Canada

have cl imbed aboard Classroorn

Connections including the Calgary Eoard

of Education. The Calgary and Edmonton

separate systems are also part of the

program. (The Edmonton public school

board has yet to off icial ly confirm.)

McTaggart says that students need

learning materials that engage, inspire

and empower them. Parents need insight

into the classroom and into how besr ro

support their chi ldren and their school,

she says, and teachers need a wide range

of exceptional resources from many

sources to help them deliver the best
quali ty of learning to their students.

Each year, Classroom Connecttons

delivers, free of charge, a seledion of

learning resources, developed by

Canadian educators, to schools across the

country and currently there are more

than 10,000 elementary and secondary

schools registered. But the current
(urr i(ulum, enti t led Cull ivat ing Peace, a

project sown out of the Sept. l1 attacks,

is the one thal most excites McTaggart.

She says key education organizations

across the country helped develop the

curriculum. intended to teach students

the r ights of others. acceptance of

diversity and empathy for others.

Cult ivat ing Peace in the 21st Century is

the f irst module in the peace series. l t  is

designed to actively engage Grade 10, 11

and 12 students in the search for a

deeper understanding of the forces that

can bring about tragedies such as the

attack on the World Trade Center, and

the means by which they can personally

contr ibute to the ongoing search for

peaceful co-existence. l t  provides

teachers and adm inistrators wrrn

concrete mechanisms for integrating

peace education into the curr iculum and

the school environment.

Modu le  lwo  (ava i l ab le  i n  Sep lember ,

2003) lays the groundwork for

unde rs tand ing  t he  i ssues  i nvo l ved  i n

peace, confl ict and just ice. l t  wi l l

personalize these concepts and focus on

ind i v i dua l  r espons ib i l i l y .  l l  w i l l  encou rage
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A culture of peace wil l be

achieved when citizens of the world

understand global problems. have

the skil ls to resolve conflicts and

struggle for justice non-violently,

l ive by international standards of

human rights and equity, appreciate

cultural diversity, and respect the

Earth and each other. Such learning

can only be achieved with syslemic

education for peace.

Hague Agenda for Peace & Justice

for the 215t Century

youth to internalize the belief that each

of u5 has the power to create Socletal

change through our own attitudes,

behaviours and adions.

As part of the curriculum, classroom

Connections offers three animated short

films (without words) produced by the

National Film Board.

The first one deals with neighbours

whose friendly relationship turns to

hatred and violence in their f ight over a

single flower located on the border

between properties. lt is intended to

introduce students to the causes of

violence, presenting the fight for

resour(es as an instigating factor in

aggressive, confrontation and war

The second fi lm reduces conflict to its

most elemental form. Cubes oppose

spheres and violence transcends reason

and unders tand ing .  No d ia logue or

commentary i5 necessary as the

characters'sounds and actions tell the

story of socio-cultural differences

forming a basis for violence.

The third fi lm is designed to provide

tools for conflict resolution. Here, two

neighbouring gophers demonstrate

escalating retaliation as a cause for

destruction and il lustrates how much can

be lost and how litt le is won, by seeking

revenge.

The following are curriculums offered

by classroom connections in the past

Strangers Becoming Us

A curriculum-based Program for

Grades 4-8, designed to guide students to

a greater understanding of multi-

culturalism. cit izenship, and what it
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means to be a new Canadian.

Activi t ies include drawing family trees,

examining discriminatory immigratton

policies of the past and writing essays

that express thoughts on Canada's

principle accomplishments.

Cit izenship and lmmigration Canada

financed this project.

Gift of Life

This program for Grades 5-8 focuses

on increasing student awareness of the

nature and purpose of organ and t issue

donation and transplantat ion. Through

discussion and sets of activities, students

develop an understanding of how the

transplantat ion of donated t issue and

organs can save l ives and ease suffering.

Literacy Connections

A workshop for Kindergarten to

Grade 3, that schools run for parents and

caregivers. l t  teaches 5ki l ls that help

parents and others understand how to

read with their chi ldren, so their chi ldren

learn to read and love i t .

Pets

This program for Grades 4- 6 promotes

responsible pet ownership and pet care

with the focus on North America's most

popular companions - cats and dogs.

Students learn that pets need a lot of

care to l ive a healthy and happy l i fe

through three engaging activi t ies that

cover science, math, language, and visual

aats curr iculum areas.

Money and Banking

This program for Grades 4- 6

encourages students to study and learn

about the world of money and banking

and how both f i t  in people's l ives. l t

consists of detective activities based on

Agents P and J, the Agents in Black. The

program integrates curr iculum in math,

language arts and social studies.

If you would like more information on

Classrcom Conne.tions, check out their

website at:

www. cla ss roo mco n n e cti ons- ca

Cultivating Peace also has its own

we bsite at: vvvvw. c u I t i va t i ng pea ce. ca
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