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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Classroom Resources
Focus on Immigration

Strangers Becoming Us is a new
secondary school resource package
that was refeased to high schools in
the spring of 2001. It provides the
muost recent immigration facts in a
solid educational package.

Classroom Connections

here is a lot ol expertise hehind
this resource. [t was developed in
parimership with CERIS, the
Joint Cenwe ol Excellence for Research
on Immigration and Setlement. CERIS
researchers work with other experts in
the field w conduet rescarch on imumi-
gration. Their research is used by policy
makers, the press, and  educators.

Strangers Becoming Us evolved from a
popular tadio series on immigration
hosted by D Morton  Beiser, Direcior
of CERIS and Prolessor of Cultural
Pluralisim and Health at the University
ol Toronts, Dr, Beiser worked with
Clasgsroomm  Connections. a non-profil
resource development company w pro-
duce a really innovative, classroom-ready
resource package. The student activities
were written by award-winning  high
school teacher Tom Morton, and were
desioned to increase understanding of
the dssues and guestions surrounnding
immigration. The program provides an
up-lo-the-minute and well-balanced look
al Canada's current and historical immi-
gration picture, Thought-provoking activ-
ities encourage exploration ol questions
like: “Whe won aned whe lose in the history
of immigration in Canada?” “Who should
wel in?” and "How can immigeants sirike
a balance between their waditions and
mainstream Canadian life:s”

Reviewing teachers in Histary, Politics,
Law and ESL have found the materials 1o
be thorough, current, and easy-to-use in
single lessons or as 4 unit. They reported
the activities 1o be engaging and clear and
also emphasized the value of the program
in developing an inclusive environment
for mult-cultural classrooms.

The resource was developed 10 mect
the curriculum expectaions of Secondary

School Social Science programs (Gracdes
l—12}, specifically Canadian History,
The package consists of an audio CD, a
transcript of the CI), a 44-page weacher’s
resource puide and the book, Sfrangers af
the Cate, by e Beizer: All the resources
arc lully reproducible. There is an coually
exciting elementary version that has
alsa lween diswibuted o schools across
the country.

Copies of the Swangers Becoming
s Secondary or Elementary progrians
can be obtained through vour school’s
history/social studies department or
through vour librarian, These resources
are provided Iree to o schools through
Classroom Connections, i non-profit
organization that supports publicly unded
education by providing free curriculum-
el resources to schools and cormmunity
groups  across  Canada. These  lrec
educational programs and materials
are made possible through the joint
efforts of business, school, government,
and community organizations, IF you
are unable w locate the resource
i11 vour school, contact  Classroom
Conncctions at; (R85 SE2-HE6G, or cmail;
clessronmeonnectinis@sympatico.ca.  To
view or download the full selection of
free resources produced by Classroom
Conneciions, visit their Web site at
s classroom-conmections. com. %

The following foge is an excerfit from one
af the lessons in the resource package.
Although this sheet is reproducilile as is, the
objectives, background information,  and
teacher instructions have aol been included
due to space vestrictions. The fil fesson can be
found on pages 33 do 43 in the Strangers
Hecoming Us Student Actizity Guide,
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