Group brings peace studies to schools

Actmtles demonstrate connection
between personal and global problems

en a classroom is touched by vi-

olence, either between students

or oh a global scale, most schools have

no constructive way to ensure stu-

dents learn important lessons about
peace.

‘ This fall, a non-profit education
group is hoping to change that, both by
offering schools an alternative to
heavy-handed disciplinary measures
and providing a way to help kids make
sense of global violence.

“You can't pick up the paper or turn
on the TV without seeing how bad
things are in the world,” said Heather

‘MacTaggart, executive director of the
non-profit group Classroom Connec-
tions.

“If we want peace in our world, we
have to educate for it, it’s not just going
to happen.”

" The Cultivating Peace educational
‘materials, developed by Classroom
Connections, will be distributed to
‘more than 75 per cent of school boards
across Canada in September. The ac-
tivities and lesson plans fit with cur-
‘ricula already in place, but give anoth-
erperspective, MacTaggart said.

" *(8chools) spend a lot of time teach-
'ing kids about war and about history

|
through the various wars that have F
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takenplace,” MacTaggart said.

“We don’t spend very much time
talking about peace: why don’t we have §
ii gree is probably only a few decades old
The Cultivating Peace project aims ¢

ii yet and why can’t we get it?”

to change that.

While peace studies and conflict |

resolution are respected fields of study

in universities, high schools haven't

caught on yet.

ing peace education into classrooms is

that it can’t be easily categorized, said’

high-school teacher John Daicopoulos.
“I suspect one of the problems is
that it’s an interdisciplinary subject,”

peace and conflict studies at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo.

“T dorr’t think people are really con-
fident as to where they'd put it.”

peace in high schools is that, unlike
traditional subjects such as math and
history and English, there's no formal

way for instructors to gualify for the

subject, Daicopoulos said.
“The whole world of peace and con-
flict studies as a discipline and as a de-

1 “Ifyou want peace in our

| world, you have to educate

. forit, it's not just going to
happen’’
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and there’s definitely nothing in
| teacher’s college,” he said.

Toby Kuplens-Ewart, a 17-year-old
. Toronto high-school student, said he
thinks his classmates would be recep-

* tive to learning more about peace in
But part of the resistance to bring- -

school.
{  “Ithink all the basic courses we're

4 taught are important but I also think a

| peace course is important because
. peace is a blending of other ideas,”

: said Kuplens-Ewart, who said he as-
said Daicopoulos, who teaches in‘
Guelph, and is pursting a degree in |

pires to be 2 human-rights lawyer.
Unanswered questions swirled
~ around his multicultural school fol-
lowing the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks
y last year and the subsequent military

! action in Afghanistan.
The other roadblock to teaching |

A well-organized class about peace
and conflict would have been a good
starting place for discussion, Kuplens-
Ewart said.

While peace studies might seem
like a subject too vague to teach,
. Daicopoulos stressed that it can be bro-

k ken down into simple steps.

“There is some philosophical bent
to it but it really does come down fo
tailking, asking and meeting,” he said.

" “It's a mechanical tool.”

The Cultivating Peace classroom
activities are meant to demonstrate
the connection between interpersonal
relationships and global relationships
among countries and eivilizations.

“We're showing there’s a progres-
sion here from teasing and bullying . .
to prejudice;”’ said Barrie Bennett,
who works at the Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education and helped de-
sign the program.

“It’s systemic and if you buy into
this system anywhere along the line,
vou're helping perpetuate the system.”

The real-life case studies in the pro-
gram start by helping students solve
problems close to home.

" “They'll learn how to say, ‘You hurt
my feelings,” and walk away, rather
than sticking a knife in someone’s
stomach,” Bennett said.

“Tf you and I cart’t sit down and dis-
cuss an issue we have, what hope is
there for Israel and Palestine?”

Until the program is introduced, el-
ementary and high-school students
can take an online quiz at www.culti-
vatingpeace.ca to determine whether
their peace-making skills are sharp
and, if not, how to hone them.
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